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Jesus said, “I am the way,  
the truth, and the life.” 

—John 14:6

What is Truth?

Culture demands an answer … and Culture deserves an answer.

— I plan to teach several lessons in this series. 

	 -First of all we will establish a foundation for the Word of God as being truth.

	 -We will establish core doctrines of our faith in Jesus Christ and who He is

	 -Then we will approach some topics of apologetics — defending truth in an unbelieving culture.




“God is Spirit, and 
those who worship 

Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.”

John 4:24

Lord or Lunatic?

Either Jesus was who He said He was or He cannot be believed or “believed in”

If He is not truth … He is a deceiver. It is all or nothing. You can’t be a casual Christian, sympathetic to Christianity, or tolerant of Christians. Either it is real or nothing can 
be trusted. (Believing may come slowly, but when you come to faith … you must come to Christ or reject Him altogether) 

“He that comes to God … must believe”

“Believing … life through His name”

“unbelievers” were in the lake of fire.

Jesus said, “no one comes to the father except through me” 


SO Who is Jesus?

Prophesied Messiah


Many manifestations / one Incarnation

Word made flesh

God in flesh “wheel of prophecy”

It’s ‘all in Him’
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This lesson is primarily from the WAP Elective Series “The Holy Spirit”




—Jesus is the image of the invisible God 
• Colossians 2:9-10    

For in Him dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead 
bodily; and you are 
complete in Him, who is 
the head of all principality 
and power.

• JESUS is God manifested 
in the flesh!

[from God is One -Lesson 4]

—Jesus is the image of the invisible God

Colossians 2:9-10    
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.



—God came in Flesh 
• John 1:1  In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

• John 1:14  And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.

—God came in Flesh

The Incarnation — not another God, or junior God … but the Son of God (not of separation but of manifestation)

John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.




God is revealed 
throughout the Scripture

⧫ “For I am the Lord, 
I do not change” 
 —Malachi 3:6

Though the character and essence of God has not changed He is seen in a variety of forms through the Scripture.



In the OT God appeared 
in theophanies

⧫ OT worshippers of 
Jehovah understood  
that he was the  
one true God.

A theophany is a temporary visible form that God uses for a particular purpose. 
See Gen. 18:1-2, 22 



In the OT God appeared  
in temporary visible forms

⧫ 1 Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth 
trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in 
the heat of the day. So he lifted his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men were standing by him; and 
when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to 
meet them, and bowed himself to the ground,  

⧫ 22 Then the men turned away from there and went 
toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the 
LORD. 

—Genesis 18:1-2, 22

A theophany is a temporary visible form that God uses for a particular purpose. 
See Gen. 18:1-2, 22 
1 Then the LORD appeared to him by the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in the tent door in the heat of the day. 
 2 So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing by him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and 
bowed himself to the ground, 
 22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. 



Terms that identify the 
spiritual essence of the 
one true God:
⧫ God 
⧫ Spirit of God 
⧫ Holy Spirit 
⧫ Holy Ghost

Whatever descriptive term is used it’s the same ONE TRUE GOD! 



Old Testament References
⧫ Holy Spirit 
⧫ Spirit of the Lord 
⧫ The Spirit of God

Occurs 43 times in the Old 
Testament (KJV)

Occurs 43 times in the Old Testament (KJV)



New Testament References
⧫ Holy Spirit 
⧫ Holy Ghost

Occurs 93 times in the 
New Testament (KJV)

Occurs 93 times in the New Testament (KJV) 
“the Spirit” 157 but that includes some references to “other” spirits



The Holy Spirit IS  
the Holy Ghost!

⧫ Meaning: 
⧫ Wind 
⧫ Breath 
⧫ Current of air

Both come 
from the 
same Greek 
word: pneuma 

“πνευµα”

“Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus; (Acts 1:16) 
το πνευµα το αγιον



Jesus was the  
“flesh” of God

⧫ “… that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, 
…” 

— 2 Corinthians 5:19

Jesus Christ was God in 
flesh - incarnate

Jesus Christ was God in flesh - incarnate  

2 Corinthians 5:19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 



⧫ When the Day of Pentecost 
had fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. 
 And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. Then there 
appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one  
sat upon each of them.

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord[a] in one place. 2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.



4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.




The “Holy Spirit” is the 
Spirit of Jesus

⧫ “…they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit…” 

— Acts 2:4

The Spirit that was incarnate in 
Jesus — filled believers on the 

Day of Pentecost

Jesus Christ was God in flesh - incarnate  

The Spirit that was incarnate in Jesus filled believers on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)



There is only ONE  
Divine Spirit

⧫ Genesis 1:2 “the Spirit of God…” 
⧫ Revelation 22:17 “The Spirit and 

the bride say, “Come!”

From the first mention to the last, 
there is only one divine entity.

There is only ONE Divine Spirit 
From the first mention to the last, there is only one divine entity. 
Genesis 1:2  
2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was[a] on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 



The Holy Spirit “fathered” 
Jesus

⧫ Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy 
Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a 
just man, and not wanting to make her a 
public example, was minded to put her away 
secretly.

Matthew 1:18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then 
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.



The Holy Spirit “fathered” 
Jesus

⧫ Matthew 1:20 But while he thought about 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be  
afraid to take to you Mary your  
wife, for that which is conceived  
in her is of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 1: 
20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.



God in Christ!
⧫ Matthew 1:23  “Behold, the virgin shall be with 

child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”

God in Christ! 
Matthew 1: 
23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”



God in Christ!
⧫ 1 Timothy 3:16 “God was manifested 

in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels, Preached among the 
Gentiles, Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory.”

HOW? God is a Spirit!

God in Christ! 
1 Timothy 3:16 – “God was manifested in the flesh”

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:

God[a] was manifested in the flesh,

Justified in the Spirit,

Seen by angels,

Preached among the Gentiles,

Believed on in the world,

Received up in glory.


HOW? God is a Spirit!



‘Giving’ of the Spirit
⧫ John 7:38-39 He who believes in Me, as the 

Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.” But this He spoke 
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in 
Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not 
yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Describes the experience of 
receiving the Holy Spirit!

“Giving” of the Spirit 
John 7:38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He 
spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing[g] in Him would receive; for the Holy[h] Spirit was not yet given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified.

At times the term is used to describe the experience of receiving the Holy Spirit!



There has never been a 
time when the Spirit was 
not in existence, but the 
“giving”  of the Spirit 
refers to the experience.

“Giving” of the Spirit 
There has never been a time when the Spirit was not in existence, but the “giving”  of the Spirit refers to the experience.



One True God

⧫God or Father 
⧫Holy Spirit 
⧫Jesus



One True God
⧫ 1 Timothy 2:5  

• There is one God 
⧫ For there is one God 

and one Mediator 
between God and 
men, the Man Christ 
Jesus

1 Timothy 2:5 (NKJV)

5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,




One True God
⧫ 1 Timothy 2:5  

• There is one God 
⧫ Ephesians 4:4  

• There is one Spirit 
⧫ There is one body and 

one Spirit, just as you 
were called in one hope of 
your calling

Ephesians 4:4-5New King James Version (NKJV)

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;




One True God
⧫ 1 Timothy 2:5  

• There is one God 
⧫ Ephesians 4:4  

• There is one Spirit 
⧫ Ephesians 4:5  

• There is one Lord
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism;”

1 Timothy 2:5 (NKJV)

5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus,

Ephesians 4:4-5New King James Version (NKJV)

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism;




One True God
⧫ Acts 4:24  

• The Lord is God 
⧫ So when they heard that, 

they raised their voice to 
God with one accord and 
said: “Lord, You are God, 
who made heaven and 
earth and the sea, and all 
that is in them

Acts 4:24New King James Version (NKJV)

24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven 
and earth and the sea, and all that is in them,




One True God
⧫ Acts 4:24  

• The Lord is God 
⧫ John 4:24  

• God is a Spirit 
⧫  God is Spirit, and those 

who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.”

John 4:24 (NKJV)

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”




One True God
⧫ Acts 4:24  

• The Lord is God 
⧫ John 4:24  

• God is a Spirit 
⧫ 2 Corinthians 3:17  

• The Lord is that Spirit 
⧫ “Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”

2 Corinthians 3:17 (NKJV)

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.




One True God
⧫ Acts 9:5  

• The Lord is Jesus!

“Who are You, Lord?” 
Then the Lord said,  
“I am Jesus”,

Acts 9:5New King James Version (NKJV)

5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?”

Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.[a] It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”



Jesus in the Temple
⧫ 1 Corinthians 6:19  

• Your body is a Temple  
of the Holy Ghost! 

⧫ “Or do you not know that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own?” 

1 Corinthians 6:19New King James Version (NKJV)

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are 
not your own?




Jesus in the Temple
⧫ John 14:17-18, 26 

• I will come to you… 
⧫ “the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither 
sees Him nor knows Him; but you 
know Him, for He dwells with you 
and will be in you. I will not leave 
you orphans; I will come to you.

John 14:17-18 (NKJV)

17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He 
dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.




Jesus in the Temple
⧫ John 14:17-18, 26 

• I will come to you… 
⧫ 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance 
all things that I said to you. 

John 14:17-18 (NKJV)

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you.
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