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But at midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns 
to God, and the prisoners were 

listening to them.

16:25-26Acts

Acts 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's 
chains were loosed.
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SILAS 
The Power of 
Praise

A Leader became a 
worshipper in the 
midst of adversity

A Leader became a worshipper in the midst of adversity 

A church leader is called to missionary service resulting in great evangelism and then strong opposition. Silas and Paul were beaten with rods and 
imprisoned for their message of powerful deliverance. In prison they prayed and sang praises to God resulting in supernatural freedom.



—Silas was sent to 
Antioch, with Paul 
and Barnabas  
—Silas was identified 
as one of the 
“leading men among 
the brethren”  
—Silas was “chosen”

Introduction:
Silas was one of the “leading men” in the Jerusalem church. He was a prophet who was selected by the apostles and elders to travel to Antioch after 

the first council meeting in Jerusalem concerning the Gentiles in the church.
-Acts 15:22 “… Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren.

“Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, 
Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among the brethren. They wrote this letter by them: …” (Acts 15:22-23)



Acts 15:25-27
“it seemed good to us, being 
assembled with one accord, to 
send chosen men to you with 
our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men who have risked 
their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We have 
therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who will also report the same 
things by word of mouth.”
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“it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have risked their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the same things by word of mouth.”
—Acts 15:25-27



— Silas was 
identified as a 
“prophet” 

— Silas was identified as a “prophet”



Acts 15:32-35
! “Now Judas and Silas, themselves being 

prophets also, exhorted and strengthened 
the brethren with many words. And after 
they had stayed there for a time, they were 
sent back with greetings from the brethren 
to the apostles. However, it seemed good 
to Silas to remain there. Paul and 
Barnabas also remained in Antioch, 
teaching and preaching the word of the 
Lord, with many others also.”

“Now Judas and Silas, themselves being prophets also, exhorted and strengthened the brethren with many words. And after they had stayed there for a 
time, they were sent back with greetings from the brethren to the apostles. However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there. Paul and Barnabas also 
remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.” Acts 15:32-35



— Silas was 
identified as a 
“prophet” 
—Chosen by Paul 
for a mission’s trip, 
being “commended 
by the brethren”

— Silas was identified as a “prophet” 
—Chosen by Paul for a mission’s trip, being “commended by the brethren”



Acts 15:36-41
! “Then after some days Paul said to 

Barnabas, ‘Let us now go back and 
visit our brethren in every city where 
we have preached the word of the 
Lord, and see how they are doing.’ 
Now Barnabas was determined to 
take with them John called Mark. ...

 After this initial assignment Silas felt the need to stay in Antioch and continue the work of ministry in that city. The scripture doesn’t say how long 
this was, but eventually Paul prepared to visit the various churches he had previously established. He planned to take Barnabas but they had a 
disagreement over John Mark and Paul asked Silas to accompany him on this missionary journey. It was noted that Silas was “commended by the brethren.”
-Acts 15:36-41

“Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us now go back and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and 
see how they are doing.’ Now Barnabas was determined to take with them John called Mark. 
... so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren to the grace of God. And he went 
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”
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... so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren to the grace of God. And he went 
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”



—“These are 
men of God, 
hear them!”  
—Paul wearied 
with the spirit’s 
annoyance and 
rebuked the 
spirit within her.

IN PHILIPPI OF 
MACEDONIA

Paul and Silas traveled to Philippi in Macedonia where they began to see great conversions take place. In the midst of revival a demon-possessed 
woman began to proclaim, 
“These are men of God, hear them!” 
[“These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”]
She continued following them around for several days broadcasting their credentials. Finally, Paul wearied with the spirit’s annoyance and rebuked the 
spirit within her. Immediately she was delivered of the evil spirit that had previously enabled her to tell fortunes.



Paul and Silas were apprehended  and 
charges brought against them. They 

were beaten with rods and imprisoned.  
Those who profited from her fortune-telling were incensed that she was no longer able to predict events and enable their profiteering. In anger they 
apprehended Paul and Silas, bringing charges against them and had them beaten with rods and imprisoned. 



Insight One
! People will not always 

rejoice in revival. 
Deliverance for one 
causes disturbance in 
another. “Good News” 
for some equals bad 
news for others.

 People will not always rejoice in revival. Deliverance for one causes disturbance in another. “Good News” for some equals bad news for others.

Paul and Silas are arrested, stripped, beaten with rods, and imprisoned. 
-Acts 16:19-24

What is most ironic in this situation is that Paul and Silas were being persecuted for doing good. Instead of people rejoicing over demonic 
deliverance they were angered. Instead of being rewarded for helping others, the preachers were imprisoned. Rather than being applauded, they were 
beaten. Where they deserved to be rewarded for their good, they were bound and placed in stocks. 



Legion Delivered

-The Pigs of Gadera
Legion, possessed with evil spirits was delivered. The foul spirits entered into the swine and the swine ran into the sea. People of the Gaderenes 

were more concerned about the loss of their pigs than the deliverance of Legion. 

NKJ Luke 8:26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.
 27 And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he 
live in a house but in the tombs.
 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
You, do not torment me!"
 29 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and 
shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.
 30 Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many demons had entered him.
 31 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss.
[PPT] the pigs
 32 Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them.
 33 Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned.
 34 When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country.
35 Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.
 36 They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed.
 37 Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got 
into the boat and returned.
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Change of lifestyle results in economic impact on others. There is money in “sin tax.” Vices produce revenue in the billions. 
People give to their values. 
Some parents would rather their children be on drugs and live immoral lives than to be a Pentecostal!



Insight Two
! Discipleship leaders 

must learn to rejoice in 
adversity. We are to 
respond is ways that 
glorify God! 

! Can you Worship  
in the Dark?

Christ followers must learn to rejoice in adversity. We are to respond is ways that glorify God!

The response of Paul and Silas was most remarkable. Instead of feeling sorry for themselves and despairing in their situation, they began to sing 
songs of praise and magnify God. While they rejoiced in the midst of trouble God answered with a powerful presence. The earth quaked and the 
prisoners were released. When these disciples sang in prison they praised themselves into freedom. Not only were they released but all the prisoners who 
heard them were freed. The leader who learns to worship in times of trouble will experience personal freedom and witness deliverance in the lives of 
others.
-Acts 16:25-26 

The disciples were able to rejoice in adversity! It is an ironic peace that enables believers to rejoice in times of persecution. 
-Acts 5:40-42



Deliverance in the Dark
! “But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone's chains were loosed.”

Deliverance in the Dark
“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.”



What kind of Joy is This?
! What kind of joy is this  

That counts it a blessing to suffer 
What kind of joy is this  
That gives the prisoner his song  
What kind of joy could stare 
death in the face  
And see it as sweet victory  
This is the joy of a soul that's 
forgiven and free

What Kind of Joy is This? - Song by Steven Curtis Chapman
What kind of joy is this 
That counts it a blessing to suffer  
What kind of joy is this 
That gives the prisoner his song 
What kind of joy could stare death in the face  
And see it as sweet victory  
This is the joy of a soul that's forgiven and free



Rejoice in Adversity 
—2 Corinthians 6:4-8

! But in all things we commend 
ourselves as ministers of God: in 
much patience, in tribulations, in 
needs, in distresses, in stripes, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in 
labors, in sleeplessness, in 
fastings; 

Christ followers learn to rejoice always in the face of adversity.
-2 Corinthians 6:4-10
But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in 
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 
[adv]
by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true;



Rejoice in Adversity 
—2 Corinthians 6:4-8

! by purity, by knowledge, by 
longsuffering, by kindness, by the 
Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the 
word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armor of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left, by honor 
and dishonor, by evil report and good 
report; as deceivers, and yet true

Christ followers learn to rejoice always in the face of adversity.
-2 Corinthians 6:4-10
… by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true;
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The prison of Paul and Silas in Phillipi



Rejoice in Adversity 
—Habakkuk 3:17-18

! Though the fig tree may not blossom, 
Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the 
labor of the olive may fail, And the 
fields yield no food; Though the flock 
may be cut off from the fold, And 
there be no herd in the stalls -- Yet I 
will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in 
the God of my salvation.

Rejoice in Adversity 
—Habakkuk 3:17-18
Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may 
be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls -- Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.



Rejoice in Adversity 
—Philippians 4:4

! Rejoice in the Lord always.  
Again I will say, rejoice!

Rejoice in Adversity 
— Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!



Insight Three
! Praise is powerful and 

rejoicing brings results. 
The practice of praise 
in times of adversity 
will result in 
deliverance, 
conversion, and 
evangelism. 

 Praise is powerful and rejoicing brings results. The practice of praise in times of adversity will result in deliverance, conversion, and evangelism. 



Results of Rejoicing
DELIVERANCE

—for the praising preachers
—for the other inmates

Results of Rejoicing
Deliverance
—for the praising preachers
—for the other inmates



Results of Rejoicing

CONVERSION

—of the jailer and his family
—for other inmates?

Results of Rejoicing
Conversion

-of the jailer and his family
-I wonder if there were other inmates converted



Results of Rejoicing
EVANGELISM
—the report of 
the earthquake
—the news of 
deliverance
—the growth of 
the church

Results of Rejoicing
Evangelism

-the report of the earthquake
-the news of deliverance
-the growth of the church



Insight Four
! Adverse situations can 

be complete turned 
around as a result of 
praise in persecution. 

 Adverse situations can be complete turned around as a result of praise in persecution. 

Those who beat and imprisoned Paul and Silas are now begging them to leave the city.
-Acts 16:35-40 
Paul Refuses to Depart Secretly
35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, “Let those men go.”
36 So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.”
37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No 
indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.”
38 And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans. 39 Then they came and pleaded 
with them and brought them out, and asked them to depart from the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when they 
had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.



Good comes from Rejoicing
! Romans 8:28 And we know that all 

things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose.

! 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, in 
everything give thanks; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

God can turn any situation around and cause it to result in something good for the believer who learns to praise God in everything. 

-Romans 8:28 - All things work together for good!

-1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”


